This article treats the first entry of a new prince as the start of a series of exchanges between the prince and his subjects. On the occasion of an entry, gifts in all kind of forms, subsistence, luxury and symbolic goods, were exchanged with the intention of establishing a bond between the new ruler and the subjects. These gifts were not standardised in the Burgundian Low Countries. There was a wide range of gifts, from wine to silverware and from money to horses. Some gifts can be linked to the princely right of lodging in places he passed on his itinerary, whereas others refer to marks of honour offered by the host. However, not all gifts were given spontaneously, but were the result of a negotiating process between the town and the prince's officials on the one hand and between the different towns of a principality on the other. Those officials benefited as well from entry gifts that trickled down to lower levels in the official hierarchy. Therefore, the gifts can be considered as personalised items in a bigger process of exchange and as a confirmation of the outcome of political negotiations.
Introduction
In 1549 the future Philip II of Spain made an inauguration tour through the Low Countries as the successor of his father Charles V. In his account of the prince's journey Calvete de Estrella describes how the prince was received by the town administrations. In Brussels, for example, the day after the inauguration ceremony, the burgomasters, pensionaries and councillors of the town visited the prince in his palace on the Coudenberg. The first pensionary offered Philip on behalf of the town a preciously decorated cup of gold-plated silver. In a brief speech he told the prince that the citizens of Brussels had 'the strong desire to serve him as humble subjects and loyal vassals'. The prince gratefully accepted the gift and thanked them for their willingness to serve him. 1 The gifts served as a confirmation of the oath of loyalty that prince and subjects had exchanged. However, it was not a generalised gift custom all over the Low Countries. The town administrations of Louvain, Binche and Antwerp also offered silverware. 2 Malines offered a rich tapestry, the town's craft product par excellence.
3 However, in his detailed description De Estrella does not mention anything of the kind in towns like Tournai, Lille, Bruges, Ghent, Dordrecht, Leiden, Haarlem and so on. Every town had its own 'gift policy' and decided with every entry if a gift was appropriate or not.
In this article I will treat the first entry of a new prince as the start of a series of exchanges between the prince and his subjects. I will argue that the relationship between prince and subjects was characterised by different forms of reciprocity. Gifts in all kind of forms, subsistencegoods, luxury goods and symbolic goods, were exchanged with the intention of establishing a bond between the new ruler and the subjects. Attention will be paid to both sides, thus avoiding a focus on one of the two parties involved or on the leading elements: the prince and the urban elites. Therefore, a part of this article is dedicated to the duke's retinue and household members who accompanied him during the entries. On the other hand, other groups in the town who participated in the entry as well as in the exchange will be observed. Finally, I will demonstrate how gift traditions at the court trickled down to urban milieus.
The 'Blijde inkomste' or joyous entry, the first entry of a new prince into a town, has long caught the historian's attention. Publications of, among others, Peter Arnade, Jesse Hurlbut, Hugo Soly and Hans Smit tended to focus on two central points: the theatrical and ritual parts of entry processions and the political function of the entries. 4 More recently Elodie Lecuppre-Desjardin interpreted the entries as a form of symbolic communication between the prince and his subjects, with the goal of legitimising the power of the new duke. 5 Blockmans and Prevenier integrated both artistic patronage and the organisation of mass spectacles such as joyous entries into the concept of the Burgundian theatre state. The main point was that the loyalty of the subjects was stimulated by this kind of ceremony that aimed to impress the public with pomp and spectacle. 6 Bernard Guenée 1 Juan Cristóbal Calvete de Estrella, El felicissimo viaie d'el mvy alto y mvy poderoso Príncipe Don Phelippe, hijo d'el Emperador Don Carlos Quinto Maximo, desde España à sus tierras dela baxa Alemañ a. Con la descripcion de todos los Estados de Brabante y Flandes (Antwerp, 1552), f. 68r-v. 2 In Louvain and Binche a gold-plated silver cup and in Antwerp two big silver flasks. Calvete de Estrella, El felicissimo viaie, f. 88v, 212v, 260r.
3 Calvete de Estrella, El felicissimo viaie, f. 219v. 4 Literature on joyous entries is abundant. I only mention here the books and articles that are relevant for this article. even maintained for the French royal entries that they became in the late middle ages one of the most important moments in the 'religion royale'.
7
Andrew Brown and David Nicholas have criticised the concept of the Burgundian theatre state. They are of the opinion that the theatre state approach is too top down orientated. The dukes did not invent ceremonies and rituals to impress their citizens; the cities themselves had a rich tradition of organising all kinds of processions and ceremonies and the dukes engaged with these. As Brown puts it: 'Their ceremonies had the power to move because they could be interpreted as local d rather than because they were ''splendid'''. 8 On the other hand, the spectacles in the Flemish and Brabantine towns were too easily projected on other principalities of the Burgundian Low Countries. Hans Smit demonstrated that the entry as a mass spectacle with decorations, coats of arms, tableaux vivants and triumphal arches, were typical only for the big commercial or administrative urban centres as Bruges, Ghent, Brussels and Malines. In the much smaller towns of Holland, however, Smit could not detect these elements, even in their most rudimentary form, until the beginning of the sixteenth century. On average towns like Dordrecht, Leiden, Haarlem and Amsterdam spent no more than two percent of their yearly budget on entries. 9 The city not only had to lodge and feed the king's household but also had to buy expensive presents. These presents normally made up at least 50% of the total costs of an entry.
10
Besides the theatrical and ritual aspect, the political function of the entries has not remained unnoticed and is much less debated. The central element of the entry is the exchange of oaths. Both the prince and the subjects agreed in a kind of government contract. According to Arnade 'the entry served as a vehicle, rooted in the notion of a legal contract, through which both ruler and townspeople publicly confirmed their privileges and duties with an exchange of rights'.
11
The ritual of homage had feudal roots and consisted of 'a mutual promise of protection on one hand and fidelity and support on the other'.
12 Following this line of argument, Gordon Kipling maintained that the first offering of a gift to a new prince constitutes a primal act of homage by the subjects. The gift symbolises 'the feudal devotion which the subjects offered to their rightful sovereign'. The description of Calvete de Estrella of the gift ceremony in Brussels, confirms this idea. Kipling compares this gift giving with that of the three magi to the newly-born Jesus who by doing so recognised him as the messiah, the king of kings.
13 But stress on the symbolic meaning of the gifts and interpreting the gift giving as an act of recognition, would underplay the importance of the act as the start of a cycle of reciprocity in which the relationship between prince and subjects is continuously being affirmed and reinforced by mutual visits and mutual presents.
Inauguration gifts
The concern for honour and reputation was predominant in the middle ages and not restricted to noble and princely environments. Town administrations more than aristocrats had to do their best in building up a reputation or keeping up the honour of the town.
14 When important guests visited a town it was therefore important to give them a proper welcome. This welcome included several gifts. Actually, it was a form of good neighbourship that was intended to strengthen external relationships and to promote the image of the generous town. As the committee that prepared the reception of King Louis XI in Tournai in 1464 expressed it: 'adfin que ledit seigneur perchoive la bonne voulenté et affection que les habitans de ladite ville, ses loyaux subjects, ont envers lui'. 15 The town wanted to make a good impression on the new prince by showing its hospitality. This was expressed by gift giving which became an essential part of the visit of high-ranking guests'. 16 The first visit of the prince was in itself considered as a gift. This becomes clear when the words of welcome by the town administrations are examined. Time and again it is stated that the presence of the prince is highly valued. 17 Indeed, in the Burgundian and Habsburg periods, the joyous entry became one of the few occasions on which the subjects could meet and see their prince, at least in the northern principalities. The town rewarded the visit of the prince by offering him hospitality, public space, spectacle and gifts.
The hospitality offered by the town was expressed in several ways. A delegation of the town administration waited for the prince outside the town to welcome him. Sometimes they offered the prince the keys of the town, symbolising the grant of the city as a whole. 18 With these keys he could not only open the gates, but also enter the main roads and squares and the city hall. The prince could use the town's public space to show himself to his subjects in all his glory. The entry of Charles the Bold into Ghent on 28 June 1467 demonstrates that the town literally had to hand over the public space. The day of Charles's entry coincided with one of Ghent's most popular religious processions, that of St Lieven. 19 The St Lieven pilgrims did not accept that the duke should occupy the public space that was destined for their festivity and rioted against him and the town's aldermen who had arranged the entry without consulting them.
When the prince stayed overnight, the town usually paid the costs of food and lodging. He could stay in one of his own residences, for example the Prinsenhof in Bruges or the Coudenberg in Brussels, in one of his houses that were maintained as princely inns, for example, in Leiden the house Lockhorst next to the church of St Pieter where Charles V stayed in 1515, or in an ecclesiastical institution as for example the convent of the knights hospitaller in Haarlem. 20 A common characteristic of these residences is that the town contributed financially in one way or another to the maintenance of the buildings and the salary of the innkeepers.
The prince retired to his residence after the oath ceremony had taken place. At the end of the day, usually after dinner, or, when it was too late, the day after the oath ceremony, a delegation of the town administration came to offer the prince the inauguration gifts. 21 It is important that the gifts were handed over not during the welcome of the prince outside the city's gates but only after the oath ceremony had taken place. The gifts of the town represented in this way the confirmation of the political bond established by the oaths. The interval of time between the arrival of the prince and the gift of the town is crucial. As Bourdieu indicated 'the interval had the function of creating a screen between the gift and the counter gift and allowing two perfectly symmetrical acts to appear as unique and unrelated acts'. 
Wine and silverware
Gifts for the prince on the occasion of his joyous entry were not standardised in the Low Countries. Every town donated something different although sometimes a neighbouring town was consulted on the gift to be given; of course one could not give less than one's neighbour although a relatively bigger gift was considered overdone. Moreover, the presents differed over time although it was frequently stated that a present was given 'according to the old custom'. As Valentin Groebner noticed for Basel, 'presents constantly needed to be adapted to new conditions'.
23 Table 1 shows the gifts of some towns to Charles V in 1515. Distinction has to be made between consumable and luxury goods. Gerrit Jasper Schenk, who wrote a book on late medieval princely entries in the Holy Roman Empire, labelled these quite accurately as 'Gastung' and 'Ehrung'. 24 Whereas the first category of gifts can be linked to the princely right of lodging in places he passed on his itinerary, the second category refers to marks of honour offered by the host.
Until the first entry of Charles the Bold in 1468, most entry gifts for the count of Holland, were restricted to 'Gastung', consumable goods, mainly wine. Wine gifts to visitors can already be detected in the 'libatio', the joint ritual drinking in Merovingian and Carolingian times. Drinking rituals were occasions for strengthening social relationships within the warrior societies of these times. In the late middle ages the custom became institutionalised in the cities. 25 For Holland, urban wine gifts for the prince can be traced back to 1266 when in the first charter granted to Leiden Floris V stipulated that the count should receive a barrel of wine on the occasion of the confirmation of its privileges. 26 Wine had (and still has) a higher status than beer and that is why that even in these beer producing cities wine was the most appropriate liquid to use within political relationships.
As Table 1 shows, Leiden and Haarlem donated both three aam, which is 465 litres, to the prince in 1515. Louvain, Den Bosch and Bruges also offered relatively large quantities of probably white Rhine wine. Mons in Hainault distinguished itself by offering a very fine selection of red French wine. Both wines were comparable in price and appreciation d second only to the higher evaluated Mediterranean wines d and the offerings in these towns corresponded with trade routes of which they formed part. 27 The quantities given seem overwhelming but were in reality relatively modest taking into consideration that Charles's retinue numbered of more than two hundred men, and that the wine was probably distributed among the members of his household and consumed in situ. Other current consumable entry gifts such as fish and oxen were not given in 1515. Oats, a common gift to princes during their first entry into the Holy Roman Empire, were not very often given in the Low Countries. It can therefore not be a coincidence that the only evidence of a gift of oats is to Emperor Maximilian in 1508 by Den Bosch. 28 There was more variety in the luxury goods that were offered. Louvain offered black cloth, Bruges money and Haarlem two stallions. A horse was a typical gift that functioned in gift exchange between nobles. In 1497, for example, the lords of IJsselstein, Egmond, Brederode and Montfoort, that is the top layer of the nobility of Holland, all offered a horse to Philip the Fair during his entry. 29 In general, gift-exchange between western European rulers and their courtiers was closely connected with horses. In particular luxury horses were appreciated as gifts at medieval courts and were given to military captains as a reward for participating in military campaigns.
30
Den Bosch, Louvain, Mons and Middelburg all offered silverware, albeit in a different form. This valuable gift represented on the one hand the generosity and prosperity of the town. On the other hand it was a sign of the incipient relationship between the new prince and the town. 31 The type of silverware that was given was nearly always connected with drinking. Normally, the coats of arms of the town were engraved on the silver jugs, pitchers and cups, in order to remind the recipient of the giver. In this sense the gifts functioned as an important element of urban self-representation. 32 In Mons the silver cup was even filled with golden coins, a common practice at the end of the middle ages. The importance of ritual drinking comes again to the fore: next to the offering of real liquid ('Gastung'), the honorary gift was presented as a liquid as well. 33 Gifts of silverware show that these were not given automatically or out of a sense of tradition. The town administration of Leiden, for example, presented in 1497 for the first time two silver jugs to Philip the Fair. In contrast in 1508 it gave two horses to Maximilian whereas in 1515 the gift to Charles consisted of a repayment of leased princely rights and domains. 34 Considering the difficult financial situation of the town in these years, it is clear that the availability of cash was not decisive nor what kind of present was given. As we have already seen, the entry gifts in 1549 diverged markedly. Whereas the major Brabantine towns donated silverware, the towns of Holland and Flanders apart from spectacles did not offer anything, as far as we know. Probably they thought that the financial contributions, the 'servicios', were more than sufficient and did not attach great value to a symbolic gift of silverware. The town decided for every entry what was appropriate for the new prince.
Gifts of silverware were typical for princely hospitality in western Europe. Visiting ambassadors were traditionally given the cups they had used during their stay at the court. In the late middle ages these cups or flagons were the usual gifts to ambassadors. 35 However, increasingly the value of the silverware was given in cash in order that the ambassadors could support themselves according to their estate and, more important, that they could pay for their journey back. 36 Thus, the towns of the Low Countries picked up a princely gift tradition in the late middle ages that was almost abandoned by the princes themselves. Gifts of silverware can be characterised as personalised items in a bigger process of exchange of which the negotiations on new 'aides' or subsidies were the most important.
In 1515 Bruges offered next to a money gift of a 100 lb. gr., a spectacle of eleven tableaux vivants which showed the new prince a clear message: the town had known times of great prosperity but was facing now an unmistakable decline. With this propagandistic gift to the prince, the town hoped for drastic measures to recover economic growth. This petition for help came 30 from the notion of the social contract that the ruler had with his citizens, not from his position as an autocratic prince. 37 Thus, material gifts were sometimes only a supplement for a political message that the town wanted to communicate to its ruler.
Subsidies: taxes or gifts?
The data from Table 1 show that money was not a regular entry gift in 1515. However, one has to consider that money gifts were sometimes disguised as other types of payments, subsidies for example. Traditionally, a prince in the Low Countries could demand a subsidy of his citizens for a specific reason, for example when he was knighted, on the occasion of his wedding and for the payment of a ransom. However, every principality had its own tradition in this respect, and within a principality differences existed between the privileges of the towns. 38 The tradition of a subsidy on the occasion of the prince's inauguration existed in the counties of Flanders, Artois and Zeeland and in the duchy of Brabant. But all depended on specific political circumstances.
In Flanders for example, Philip the Bold and Mary of Burgundy did not receive a subsidy on their accession to comital power. John the Fearless and Philip the Good were even refused a subsidy on their inauguration, although they pretended it to be a custom. Philip the Good for example asked for it 'as a new prince and count of Flanders, to whom as to his forefathers one was obliged to give a courtesy and a subvention'. 39 The terminology used, 'hoofschede ende subvencie', however, is revealing. The subsidy is still perceived as a courtesy, as a gift. 40 Significantly, the request was not complied with by the Members and Estates of Flanders.
In Holland this tradition, invented or not by the prince, did not exist. In 1389 the towns and communities of Holland conceded Albert of Bavaria a subsidy, not collectively but individually, on his inauguration tour. The representatives stated explicitly that the subsidy was conceded as 'a favour and not by right'. 41 However, some of his successors as counts of Holland used the argument of the inauguration for the petition of new subsidies. Charles the Bold, who asked for several new subsidies, even maintained that he had spared his subjects because he did not ask 37 There is abundant literature on this entry. See for further references Soly, 'Plechtige intochten', 346-7; Blockmans and Donkers, 'Self-representation', 108-10; P. Burke, 'Karel V (her)bekeken', in: Karel V, 1500-1558', ed. H. Soly (Antwerpen, 1999), 441.
38 Robert Stein, for a subsidy for his inauguration. 42 In 1477, after his death, the situation is very clear: Mary and Maximilian linked their request for new subsidies with the attacks of King Louis of France. They considered the subsidies as a continuation of the subsidies granted to Charles the Bold and not as a new subsidy for their inauguration. 43 In 1494, however, Philip the Fair asked the Estates of Holland for a subsidy because of his inauguration. 44 Although the Estates consented to the inauguration taking place in a central place, instead of an inauguration tour, they did not directly give in to the wish for new taxes and continued to negotiate on the subject.
To summarise, the subsidy for the inauguration developed from a one-time present to a regular subsidy for which the reasons got mixed up. This becomes very clear in the Habsburg period when the subsidies were less and less considered as a voluntary allowance of the subjects but as impositions continued by the prince for the needs of his administration. 45 At this point money as a gift at the inauguration could make its comeback. When Philip of Spain in 1549 was welcomed as successor to his father Charles V, his deputies explicitly asked the Estates of the different principalities for a gift of money, 'servicio', to be handed over in cash after the inauguration ceremony. The Estates of Holland donated 50,000 guilders d10,000 less than the requested 60,000 d and the cities did not offer any other gifts, except for some meals. Brabant, however, offered twice as much whereas Flanders donated 120,000 guilders. 46 Although in France this 'joyous accession gift' was already common at the end of the fifteenth century, 47 in the Low Countries it was a new phenomenon. Therefore, this type of gift should not be interpreted as a voluntary act of generosity but as the outcome of political negotiations.
Gifts for the retinue
In this section the focus shifts from the prince to his retinue. Although the retinue, consisting of close relatives, court and state officials, could number up to more than 200 people, they are hardly ever mentioned in the narrative sources. However, all these men had to be housed and it was impossible to lodge them all in the princely residence. Therefore, house owners had to open their doors for the prince's retinue. A list of the most appropriate houses was made in advance, sometimes in collaboration with the prince's quartermaster. Every member of the retinue was housed in accordance with his rank and status. 48 In Tournai in 1464 the guards of Louis XI had to be housed as close as possible to the king's hostel because of safety reasons. In the same town someone who refused to put his house at the prince's retinue disposal, was considered a rebel. 49 In Amsterdam during the entry of Philip the Fair in 1497 those who refused would be corrected in 'lijff ende goet' that is in person and property. They had to be punished to save the honour of the prince. Of course hospitality was not the only thing the city had to offer to the retinue. The tradition of entry gifts for a new prince trickled down to lower levels in the official hierarchy. Bruges offered the new chancellor Nicolas Rolin in 1423/24 12 silver plates because of his 'eersten incommene als canchellier', that is because of his first entry as chancellor. 51 However, in Holland this tradition was unknown until the end of the fifteenth century. In July 1497 both the recently appointed chancellor Thomas de Plaine and the first chamberlain Cornelis van Bergen, asked the Leiden administration for a gratuity just like the prince used to receive during his first entry. Two weeks before Philip the Fair had made his first entry into the town and probably the highest officers of his state and court apparatus had made their request during this event. Nevertheless, the town administration wanted to investigate if it was a custom and if other towns would give a similar gift. Apparently, the custom did not exist, although three years before the Estates of Holland had given a gratuity to De Plaine on the occasion of his first entry as president of the Grand Council. 52 Because the other major towns of Holland did not give anything Leiden finally decided not to submit under the pressure of the officers. 53 Again, we see a divergence of gift traditions in the towns of the Low Countries. Probably, in Flanders the tradition of a gift to the chancellor was more rooted as the county together with the duchy of Burgundy belonged to his original jurisdiction.
Town administrations were fully aware that the joyous entry was the right moment to win the favour of the prince's favourites. The preparations for the entry of Louis XI in Tournai demonstrate this. The town administration was aware that the entry had to be used to 'acquerir moyens et amis, samble que a aucuns especiaulx seigneurs appartiendroit faire aucuns honnestes et gracieulx presens, affin que tousjours . ilz eussent la ville pour recommandee'. 54 The hope for reciprocity is explicitly stated here. Gifts were not only destined for the prince but also for some 'special lords' to be sure that they would act positively in the future for the benefit of the town.
What kind of gifts then were given to these 'seigneurs', to the top echelons of the prince's household? Table 2 gives an overview of the gifts several members of Charles V's retinue received during his entry into various towns of the Low Countries. Notice that in 1515 both Haarlem and Middelburg rewarded the chancellor and the first and second chamberlain with money gifts of 50 pounds. This money was given as the town's accounts note, in appreciation of certain favours done for the town's benefit. 55 Bruges also bestowed on the chancellor and the stadholder of the district of Lille, Douai and Orchies a substantial amount of money.
As indicated above entries were appropriate occasions to negotiate on new taxes in exchange for new privileges. The contacts between princely officers and the political elite of the town intensified because of these negotiations and the preparations of the entries. Shortly after the entry of Philip the Fair in 1497, Leiden donated gratuities ('gratuyteyten') among others to 51 L. Gilliodts-van Severen, Inventaire des archives de la ville de Bruges. Section première: inventaire des chartes XIIIe au XVIe siècle I (Bruges, 1871) 54 Guenée and Lehoux, Les Entrées royales, 189-90. 55 AKH, SAH, 397 f. 87v: 'tot een dancbairheyt van sekere deuchden ende vrientscepen die zij luyden der voirs. stede in diversche hueren saicken gedaen hebben ende in gods wille noch meer doen sullen'. chancellor Thomas de Plaine, his wife and son because of a privilege on the payment of 'renten' (annuities). Whereas De Plaine at the same time was refused a gift because of his first entry as chancellor, these gratuities were given for concrete services performed. 56 Still, the chancellor's wife and son would not have done very much in this administrative matter. The same happened in 1464 when Tournai spent less money on the entry gift for the chancellor than on the silverwork given to his wife. 57 One could say that these towns had a clear vision how politics work: the most important political decisions are made in the bedroom where the powerful present their problems to their wives. What is more, by rewarding gifts on family members, the towns could influence the attitude of the office-holders themselves.
Mons was the only town that offered silverware: a cup to Charles's sister Eleanor and a 'pot' to first chamberlain Guillaume de Croy 'in order that he would have the town and its citizens in good recommendation'. Both cups had an engraving of a 'léoncheau' (a small lion) carrying the arms of the town. 58 This would remind the beneficiaries of the generosity of the town. Thus, these gifts had a clear intention of eliciting a counter gift. Again the expectation of reciprocity is explicitly mentioned in the sources. Of course the first chamberlain himself would never read the town's account so it was to remind the town administration of the services that could be expected to follow. Table 2 demonstrates that the towns mainly donated wine, a common practice all over Europe. A wine gift was a token of respect for a visitor and served as a sign of recognition of the services he had rendered in the past or would render in the future for the benefit of the town. Every officer received a quantity of wine in accordance with his place in the official hierarchy. Still, the towns estimated some officers differently. First chamberlain Guillaume de Croy, for example, received in Den Bosch as much wine as the regent Margaret of Austria received, one aam of wine. Haarlem also donated one aam to Margaret but gave only 8 jugs to the first chamberlain, as Leiden did. The chancellor Jean le Sauvage received in Den Bosch 12 jugs, in Haarlem 8 jugs and in Leiden 6 jugs. So a fixed wine hierarchy did not exist. Every town decided what to give to every individual officer, although the internal hierarchy of the court and state apparatus was more or less respected. Furthermore, from the table it can be deduced that the top officials who accompanied the new prince changed with every entry. Even in the week between the visit to Haarlem and Leiden the composition of the retinue changed.
In Haarlem at least 185 officers received more than 1200 litres of wine. More than half of this quantity was given to 21 high-ranking officers who of course had to distribute their wine among their own retinue. The distribution of wine to several hundreds of officers was a complicated matter and mistakes were easily made as the retinue was too big to come together in one central inn or even in the city hall. Therefore the town administration distributed lead tokens, every symbol worth half a jug, which is almost 2.5 litres, with which all officers could obtain their wine gift in one of the town's inns. 59 56 RAL, SA I, 577 f. 96r. 57 Guenée and Lehoux, Les Entrées royales, 198-9. The chancellor's wife received the gift 'en consideration de pluiseurs plaisirs et admistiés que mon dit seigneur le chancellier a par cy devant fais a icelle ville et aussy que tousjours icelle ville et ses drois et privileges lui pleust avoir en sa grace et recommendation'. 58 Gachard II, 544. 59 '(.) van 500 loden teyckenen die hij bij beveele van den burgermeesteren in een vorme geghoten heeft ende die gedistribueert worden den heeren ende personagen die mit mijn voirs genadichsten heeren alhier quamen om wijn dair op te haelen'. AKH, SAH, 399 f. 89v.
Silverware, money and wine gifts for the retinue and officers on the occasion of a princely entry cannot be viewed as simple courtesies. With a new prince the networks of officers in service of court and state often changed, especially in the higher echelons. For the subjects, these officers were more than the prince, the face of the Burgundian-Habsburg state. They were the ones with whom they had to deal and to negotiate on new privileges and new taxes. So it was important for the towns to establish a good relationship with the prince but also with his officers. The offering of hospitality, money and wine gifts could be the starting point of this relationship.
Concerning the gifts for the lower officials, Table 3 , several differences can be noticed. They were bestowed not on individuals but on a group. The heralds, the trumpet players, the doorkeepers, the messengers, the archers and so on were all given 'drinking money'. They did not receive their own jug, or a lead token with which they could obtain their jug but money with which they had to acquire their own beverages. I suspect that the leader, formal or informal, of every group of officers received this money. It is interesting that some groups of officers were offered money in Mons but they refused to accept it, but the lackeys, the 'cuisiniers' and the 'sommeliers de la cave' did accept wine money in Bruges and Den Bosch. The reason for the refusal is not clear. Did they simply forget to collect the money or did they think that the sum offered was too small? We cannot be sure.
Bearers of information (messengers) and guards of the 'information portals' (doorkeepers) were crucial for any town in a society where one was dependent on people for access to information. Heralds and musicians could perform similar services and as 'sign bearers' they represented a direct link to the prince. 60 That is why they could not only count on a gift for a specific service or performance but also on the occasion of an entry. A good relationship with these low-ranking officials meant direct access to the prince and his entourage.
The citizens and the clergy
As was stated above, the citizens had to offer their houses for the retinue of the prince. Moreover, they helped to decorate the town and participated in the plays and tableaux vivants performed along the itinerary of the prince. Finally, they witnessed the oath exchange by the prince and the political elite of the town and with their presence they affirmed the political support for the prince. Thus, as collaborators and spectators they were crucial for a successful entry. Did the prince, apart from his visit and promise to be a good ruler, value this and did he give something back to the audience?
In 1515 both in Middelburg and Den Bosch there is evidence that money was thrown into the audience directly after the oath ceremony. 61 The distribution of money during banquets, weddings and other princely festivities seems to have become a tradition in the late middle ages. 62 At least in 1549 Calvete de Estrella describes how in almost every town the kings of arms threw golden and silver coins from the stage on which the oath ceremony had taken place. The money 60 Groebner, Liquid assets, 37-8, 142-3. this gift the duke established also a bond with the urban clergy, who were at the same time more often than not important fief holders. In St Waudru of Mons, for example, the gift ceremony formed an important part of the feudal homage between the duke and the secular abbot of the chapter. When Philip the Good in 1433 refused to give a gold cloth to the church, the chapter even claimed compensation from the Chambre des Comptes. 68 Although donations of money, cloth and other building related gifts were not restricted to years of joyous entries, a significant part of the donations can be connected to these festivities. It is noteworthy that most gifts for the installation of glass windows were given during or shortly after the prince had visited the town. Again these were not always voluntary gifts. The prince could not possibly know which church needed new windows. Therefore, convents and churches had to lobby actively for donations to finance windows when new churches were built or old churches rebuilt. A direct approach to the prince or one of his representatives was an effective method to obtain money, or at least to remind the prince of his duty to protect the Church. 69 At the same time for the prince a donation of a glass window was a relatively cheap contribution to memorial and devotional practices. Moreover, in these windows the dynasty, whose members were more and more absent from the Low Countries, could represent itself continuously to churchgoers, who moreover were stimulated to pray for the salvation of their souls.
An example can illustrate this. In November 1494 Philip the Fair and Maximilian financed three glass windows to be placed in the choir of the church of St Peter in Reimerswaal where Philip was inaugurated by the Estates of Zeeland. 70 In the stained-glass windows were depicted the Crucifixion in the central window, Maximilian and his deceased wife Mary of Burgundy on one side and Philip the Fair and his sister Margaret on the other side. The glass in commemoration of Mary of Burgundy served to stimulate the churchgoers to pray for the salvation of her soul. In this respect, the choice for the Crucifixion was obvious. It was one of the most popular representations on memorial glasses because it showed how Christ sacrificed himself for mankind, liberating them from original sin and making eternal life possible. 71 Next to the devotional aspect, the windows carried out a clear political statement as they were the bill boards of the middle ages. Not surprisingly the church was one of the few parochial churches of Zeeland which Philip as count enjoyed the right of presentation to its ecclesiastical benefices. 72 Moreover, the Burgundian and Habsburg princes visited the town, next to the Brabantine border, more and more as the first (and sometimes only) place for their inauguration in Zeeland or for seeking a subsidy. The new young prince, at that time he was only 16 years old, was presented to the public not alone but in the presence of his father Maximilian, king of the Romans, and his sister. The churchgoers would constantly be reminded of the Habsburg dynasty in general and the new ruler in particular.
